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had a plan of attack that would quickly drive the invaders out
of France. Haig was directed to co-operate with Nivelle, and
undertook to make an attack in force on the Germans facing
Arras. This was to draw their reserves in that direction, and
the push from Arras was to be the prelude of Nivelle's attack
on the front from the Aisne heights to the hills east of Rheims.

Haig attacked on the gth April (Easter Monday) in miserable
wintry weather. The first day gave a brilliant success. The
first and second lines of the enemy were broken through and
in the days that followed the third line was gapped, and the
Germans only held on by rushing up reinforcements to close
the opening breach in their front. Nivelle launched his great
attack on the i6th. The first enemy line, lightly held, was
captured, but after this there were only small local gains, the
attack failed with exceedingly heavy loss, and the operations
slowed down into normal trench warfare.

Then came a dangerous crisis that paralysed the French
operations for two months. By a marvel the secret of what was
happening was unknown not only to the Germans but also to
all but the chiefs of the British army, and it was a secret kept
till the war was over. A mutiny spread through the army on
the Champagne front. There were no attacks on officers, no
outbreaks of violence. The men refused to obey orders, but
kept up the manning of the front line and promised to defend
it if the Germans attacked. They held meetings, formed soldier
committees, and talked of a move on Paris to insist on peace, for
they were tiring of this endless war. Petain replaced Nivelle
in command, and by tactful handling of the malcontents re-
stored discipline. But the army was out of action for over two
months, during which Haig had to keep the enemy occupied
by continuing his operations from Arras eastward in the direc-
tion of Cambrai.

This delayed for months operations he had planned for
improving the position on the Ypres front. On the 7th June
Plumer had won the high ground south of the city, by wrecking
the enemy position on the Messines ridge with the explosion
of huge mines driven into the hill, and in the following days